





2024 SLCL

AWARD
WINNERS

The School of Literatures, Cultures
& Linguistics is proud to present
this year’s service, fellowship,

and scholarship awards.

SLCL DIVERSITY

& ENGAGEMENT
AWARD

This award recognizes
alumni or members of
the community at

large who have made
significant

contributions to the SLCL
community.

- Eman Saadah, linguistics

XIAOHUI ZHANG
DIVERSITY

& COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT
AWARD

This award honors
members of the school
who have contributed to
our mission of promoting a
diverse, inclusive, and engaged
academic community.

- Luis David Gaytan-Soto,
Spanish & Portuguese

MARITA ROMINE
DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE AWARD
This award honors a
selected staff member
for outstanding
contributions to the
school.

- Nate Payne, facilities
operation coordinator

- Marcia Bellafiore,
assistant to the
director

SLCL students receive
awards for study abroad

Five students from SLCL are taking their studying out of the classroom
during the 2024-25 academic year with the help of various prestigious
awards and scholarships.

CRITICAL LANGUAGE
SCHOLARSHIPS

This program provides full scholarships to
students to spend eight to 10 weeks abroad
studying one of 14 critical languages.

Shireen Aydogan

- Molecular and cellular biology and
Arabic studies

- Language: Arabic
- Location: Nizwa, Oman

Sylvia Techmanski
- Speech and hearing science and Spanish

- Language: Portuguese
- Location: Brazil

BEINECKE SCHOLARSHIP
This award supports graduate study in the
arts, humanities, or social sciences.

Justin Wytmar
- History and Italian

- Research area: exchange of culture
and ideas between France and Italy

- Plans to complete a doctorate in history

FULBRIGHT FELLOWSHIP

These awards allow students to pursue
international education, research, and teaching
experiences around the globe.

Lydia Alvarez
- Spanish and Latina/Latino studies

- Teaching English in Spain

Amelia Kolany
- Spanish and psychology

- Teaching English in Spain

Andrew Schwenk
- Germanic languages & literatures

- Conducting research for dissertation
in Germany




Linguistics faculty
member selected by
Department of State
for ELS project

The U.S. Department of State has selected
a faculty member from SLCL for their
English Language Specialist Program.

John Kotnarowski, who teaches in the
English as a Second Language program in
the Department of Linguistics, was
selected for a project focusing on teaching
academic writing in Kazakhstan. He's part
of a select group, with only 250 projects
supported by the program each year.

“The goal is to share strategies and ‘best
practices’ for teaching academic writing,
especially at the high school level,” said
Kotnarowski. “Hopefully, if the
participants find the experience useful/
valuable, they will consider taking the

materials and sharing them
with their colleagues at their
home institutions.”

The English Language
Specialist Program is the
premier opportunity for
leaders in the field of teaching
English to speakers of other
languages (TESOL) to enact
meaningful and sustainable
changes in the way that
English is taught abroad.

SLCL projects funded by Illinois
and University of Birmingham

Two faculty members from SLCL have
received Birmingham-Illinois
Partnership for Discovery, Engagement,
and Education (BRIDGE) Seed Fund
Grants for the 2024-2025 academic year.

Jonathan Ebel, head of the Department
of Religion, will collaborate with a
professor from Birmingham on a
project titled: “New Directions in
Interfaith Education and the Study of
Jainism.”

Valeria Sobol from the Department of
Slavic Languages & Literatures will
collaborate with a professor from
Birmingham on a project titled:

“Russophone Literary Diversity
and Peripheries.”

The BRIDGE Seed Fund supports
collaborative projects between
the University of Birmingham
and the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign, with a focus
on developing faculty networks,
building cognate research areas,
expanding educational exchange
opportunities, and strengthening
strategic aspirations for
institutional engagement.

Twelve projects received funding
this year.

ACHIEVEMENTS IN SLCL

SLCL SUMMER FELLOWSHIPS
FOR SPECIALIZED FACULTY

These fellowships are designed to support
summer research by specialized faculty and
academic professionals.

- Michelle Dutton, Spanish & Portuguese
- Ali Saeedi, linguistics

- Kara Yarrington, Spanish & Portuguese

SLCL DISSERTATION
COMPLETION FELLOWSHIPS
These fellowships provide advanced doctoral
students with an academic year of support to
complete their dissertations.

- Soraya Cipolla, French & Italian
- Julia Gorham, French & Italian
- Mai Mohamed Eida, linguistics

- Nobuto Sato, comparative
& world literature

DOUGLAS A. KIBBEE PRIZE

This prize is awarded annually to the
dissertation project that is deemed to show
particular scholarly significance and promise.

- Julia Gorham, French & Italian

SCHEIDEL SCHOLARSHIP

These awards are given to undergraduate
students who have overcome significant hurdles
to achieve academic success. This scholarship
fund was established in 2007, thanks to the
generosity of Mrs. Frances Scheidel.

- Michael Caplan, Spanish & Portuguese
- Molly Moomaw, classics
- Tallulah Trezevant, classics

- Mia Vavaroutsos, Spanish & Portuguese

WLTE FUTURE TEACHER AWARDS
These awards from the World Language Teacher
Education program recognize the professional
and academic excellence of teacher candidates
and provide financial support to assist them
with the costs related to student teaching during
their final semester.

- Sophia Caruso, Spanish &
Portuguese and teaching English
as a second language

- Sophia Warnement, classics



UOFI1HOSTS U.S. UNIVERSITIES ARABIC

MIDWEST DEBATE CHAMPIONSHIP

he inaugural U.S. Universities
Arabic Midwest Debate
Championship was held at

the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign this spring.

The event was coordinated by the
Less Commonly Taught Languages
program (LCTL) and the Arabic
Language Program in the
Department of Linguistics in
collaboration with the U.S. Arabic
Debate Union and many on-
campus cOSponsors.

Leading the organizing efforts were
Eman Saadah, who serves as

director of LCTL and director and
language coordinator of Arabic, and
students Shireen Aydogan and Nareen
Aydogan, who are a part of the Arabic
program.

They said organizing an event of this
scale was a challenging but fulfilling
experience.

“This was the first-ever Arabic regional
debate championship and was solely
organized by the U of I,” said Shireen
Aydogan. “Without a blueprint to follow,
planning and execution were
particularly challenging. From securing
over $20,000 in funds to communicating

Training Qualified IEP Interpreters
project underway at Illinois

Experts at Illinois are developing a
training program for interpreters,
following a state law that requires
qualified interpreters to be present
when teachers and parents meet to
discuss individualized education
programs (IEPs) for students with
special educational needs.

Faculty from Second Language
Acquisition & Teacher Education,
the Department of Linguistics, and
the Program in Translation &
Interpreting Studies are working on
language proficiency tests and
training modules in special education
and interpreting to meet this need.

The five-year, $5 million project—called
Training Qualified IEP Interpreters (TQII)
—has made significant progress since
launching in 2023 with funding from the
Illinois State Board of Education.

The project’s interpretation team has fully
implemented training modules for two cohorts
in the past year. Meanwhile, the testing team
has developed and piloted English and Spanish
versions of the language proficiency test. These
will be officially launched this academic year.

The team is also working on tests in Russian,
Arabic, Urdu, Polish, and Mandarin Chinese.
They hope to pilot them this year and launch
the tests gradually in the upcoming years.

Photos by Ezldean Shalabi

with debating teams across the U.S.,
handling hotel reservations, classroom
bookings, and managing design and
media, we worked tirelessly. Overcoming
these challenges made the event’s success
even more rewarding.”

The regional championship brought 10
debate teams together for a chance to
qualify at the national championship next
year, as well as 15 judges.

“It was both a national and local triumph:
nationally, we attracted top Arabic debate
teams from the Midwest, and locally, our
team from Illinois secured the runner-up
title,” said Saadah. “Establishing this
groundbreaking event has also paved the
way for other institutions to look to us as a
model for success.”

Left to right: Kiel Christianson, director of SLATE; Xun
Yan, professor of linguistics; Joyce Tolliver, director of the
Program in Translation and Interpreting Studies; Reynaldo
Pagura, professor of translation and interpreting studies



SLCL faculty members
receive named
professorship positions

Two SLCL professors are the recipients
of named professorship positions within the
College of LAS.

Silvina Montrul, professor of Spanish and
linguistics, and Harriet Murav, professor of
Slavic languages and literatures, both received
Marjorie Roberts Professorships in Liberal Arts
& Sciences.

The professorship is named for the late
Marjorie Roberts from the Class of 1923. Upon
her death, she left part of her estate to the
College of LAS. The professorships are granted
to recipients based upon their record of
scholarship, contributions to diversity, equity,
and inclusion, and contributions to public
engagement.

Montrul is a renowned scholar in bilingualism,
while Murav’s work is dedicated to innovative
scholarship within Russian and Jewish studies.

GLL professor
publishes The
Health Humanities
in German Studies

A professor
in the
Department
of Germanic
Languages &
Literatures is
bringing
together the
fields of
health
humanities and German studies
through her new book.

M E
HEALTH

HUMANITIES

IN GERMAN
STUDIES

“The Health Humanities in
German Studies,” edited by
Stephanie M. Hilger and
published by Bloomsbury in June,
is the first full-length study of its
kind.

The book features contributions
from a range of scholars and
provides important new insights
into the intersections between the
two fields. In their contributions,
the scholars engage with
disability, critical race, gender/
embodiment, trauma, and
animal/environmental studies.

ACHIEVEMENTS IN SLCL

Uncovering the
experience of Arab
immigrants in
Latin America

In 2007, Wail Hassan
was writing a book
about the literature
of Arab immigrants
in the United States
and Britain when he
uncovered
something
intriguing.

Arab Brazil

By reading the works of multiple Latin
American writers of Arab descent, he
found that Arab immigrants who lived in
Latin America had consistently more
prominent levels of achievement than
those who lived in the U.S. This
perplexed Hassan, a professor of
comparative and world literature, as he
knew that Arab immigrants faced
discrimination and prejudice in both
places.

He set out to explain the difference, and
he recently detailed his discoveries in a
new book, “Arab Brazil: Fictions of
Ternary Orientalism,” published by
Oxford University Press in March. The
new work explores the representation of
Arabs and Islam in Brazilian literature.

An annual study of recent alumni
reports that 95 percent of SLCL alumni
who graduated during the 2022-23
period secured a first destination
within six months of commencement.

SLCL alumm
successfully
secure first
destinations soon
after graduation

Of those 95 percent who secured a first
destination: 55 percent of new
graduates found employment, while
40 percent sought further education.

Average salary
for new SLCL
alumni

Increase in
first destination

Average salary
increase
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U of I students
select best French
novel of the year

ow do you decide which book
deserves to be named the best work
of French literature of the year?

That's the question students from the
Department of French & Italian asked
themselves this spring as they participated
in FR 322: Movements and Perspectives,
which centered on the 2024 US Goncourt
Prize Selection.

The Prix Goncourt, or Goncourt Prize, is
one of the most prestigious francophone
literary prizes, awarded each year since
1903 by the 10 members of the Académie
Goncourt in Paris.

“It’s kind of the Pulitzer Prize equivalent in
France,” said French student Finn Marloft.

The Choix Goncourt, or Goncourt Prize
Selection, gives students from campuses
across the globe the opportunity to
participate in the selection process, and this
year, the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign campus was chosen as one of
only 10 participating campuses across the
U.S. Illinois was the only Midwestern school
selected.

“It’s kind of a point of pride that we
were [in that mix,]” said French
student Rebecca Arden. “I think it’s a
great representation of the Midwest.”

The group of six students read and
analyzed the four nominated novels,
took turns leading discussions,
reflected on the themes, literary merit,
and impact of each work, and chose a
winner. They then elected a delegate
who traveled to New York to defend
their choice, deliberate with the
delegates of the other nine
participating campuses, and name the
next “Choix Goncourt des Etats-Unis.”

“I was lucky enough to be chosen to be
the representative to go to New York
and represent U of I for the first time,
which was really cool,” said Marloft.

He and his classmates selected “Triste
tigre” by Neige Sinno—described as a
poignant narrative of childhood
trauma—as their winner, as did the
other delegates.

“We had kind of unanimously decided
on that book already, so there was very
little deliberation, which was
interesting. I heard it was the first time
in a while that’s happened,” Marloft
said. “It’s a tough story. Sometimes it
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author David Diop
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makes you want to put the book down,
but it pushes you to think about these
things. The author is also so transparent
with the reader, and that was something
we all gravitated towards.”

While the students were able to find a
lot of common ground during the
selection process, they said it also
allowed them to speak their minds, be
vulnerable, and learn from each other’s
diverse perspectives and experiences.

“It kind of felt like a book club a little
bit,” said Arden. “Not only did I get to
express what I think, but other people
think very differently from me, so I got
to understand the book on a deeper
level by talking to other people.”

“Triste tigre” will be published in
English in April 2025.
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