





SLCL students receive
awards for study and

teaching abroad

Six students and recent graduates from SLCL are
studying and teaching around the world during
the 2023-24 academic year with the help of
various prestigious awards and scholarships.

FULBRIGHT AWARDS

These grants allow students to pursue
international education, research, and
teaching experiences around the globe.

Drew Gooding (BS, '23 information
systems and marketing) will go to
Spain to teach English. They minored
in English as a second language while
at UIUC.

Alexandra Schneeberger (MA, 23,
Germanic studies; BA, 21, Germanic
languages and literatures) was offered a
Fulbright student award but has instead
accepted a U.S. teaching assistantship,
administered by Fulbright Austria.

Matthew Schultz (BA ’21, Spanish,
French, and political science)
will teach in Colombia.
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BOREN AWARDS

These awards are funded by the National
Security Education Program and provide
students with an opportunity for intensive
language study and cultural immersion.

Maxine Katz, a master’s student in
religion, will study Hindi through
Boren’s South Asian Flagship Languages
Initiative, beginning with a summer
program at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, followed by a year at the
American Institute of Indian Studies in
Jaipur, India.

Tina Wayne, a senior majoring in
political science and East Asian
languages and cultures, will study
Japanese at the University of Tokyo
during the next academic year.

CRITICAL
LANGUAGE
SCHOLARSHIP

This program provides full
scholarships to students to spend
eight to 10 weeks abroad studying
one of 14 critical languages.

Jacqueline Becerra, a senior
double-majoring in English and
linguistics and teaching English
as a second language, was
awarded a U.S. Department of
State Critical Language
Scholarship to study advanced
Korean abroad this summer.



College of LAS honors
SLCL ALUMNI

wo alumni from SLCL
departments were recently
recognized by the College of
LAS for the impact they’ve
had on their fields and communities.

T. Markus Funk (BA, ‘91, Germanic
languages and literatures; BS, 92,
business administration) received
the 2023 LAS Alumni Achievement
Award.

He is a partner in the international
law firm Perkins Coie and previously
served as a federal prosecutor and
with the U.S. Department of State.

Funk tracked numerous odd,
high-profile cases during his time as
a prosecutor, but the most defining
was “Operation Family Secrets.”
Described as the largest mob murder
case in U.S. history—the 1995 movie
“Casino” was based on the charged
criminal activities—the case was
prosecuted by Mitch Mars, John
Scully, and Funk, who was, at the
time, the youngest and most junior
member of the team.

“It’s a case that I will never forget,”
said Funk.

From there, Funk took a two-year
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ACHIEVEMENTS IN SLCL

side-tour to the
Department of
State, where he
served asa
section chief in
post-war
Kosovo. Now,
he primarily
conducts
internal investigations as a partner

at Perkins Coie, handling complex
commercial litigation for clients from
around the world.

“It’s been a really varied career,”

said Funk. “[As for the] LAS Alumni
Achievement Award, suffice it to say
it’s a great honor. Having your alma
mater recognize you and think that
there is something noteworthy about
your life or your career is something
I would imagine most people would
love to experience. I am incredibly
grateful for it.”

Douglas H. Hoffman (BA, ‘75,
religious studies) received the 2023
LAS Distinguished Service Award.

He has retired from a dual-faceted
career as both a member and employee
of Cboe Global Markets and is an active
volunteer with the Program for Jewish
Culture & Society.

Mariselle Meléndez, professor of
Spanish and director of SLCL, has
received the 2023 Campus
Executive Officer Distinguished
Leadership Award.

This award recognizes outstanding
academic leadership and vision by
an executive officer who has led
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Harry E. Preble Dean of the College of LAS; Right: Douglas Hoffman

“I succeeded at a high level in business,
both as an exchange member and manager
because I was able to think deeply, analyze
clearly, and speak and write with clarity, as
a result of my education at Illinois,” said
Hoffman. “Now I'm in a position to pay
back the Department of Religion. [ want to
spread the word of the valuable education
offered there and champion the study of
religion at Illinois.”

Hoffman does this by sponsoring the
Hoffman Family Award for Outstanding
Achievement in the Study of Religion,
which goes to an outstanding graduating
senior in the department. He has also
launched a fund to support a professor
teaching topics of Judaism and hosts an
annual dinner for all the department
award recipients.

He is, as he says, “a cheerleader” for the
department: engaging with students,
speaking with faculty, and encouraging
fellow alums to give.

Mariselle Meléndez receives
2023 Campus Executive Officer
Distinguished Leadership Award

diverse groups through strategic
improvements within their
college or campus unit.

Meléndez, who previously served
as the head of the Department of

Spanish & Portuguese, was one of
four faculty members honored by
the Office of the Provost.



2023 SLCL
AWARD WINNERS

The School of Literatures, Cultures & Linguistics is pleased
to announce the recipients of this year’s service, fellowship,
and scholarship awards.

MARITA ROMINE
DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE AWARD

| This award honors a selected
Igm  staff member for outstanding
contributions to the school.

Jazmine Summerville,
East Asian languages & cultures
and Slavic languages & literatures

DISSERTATION COMPLETION
FELLOWSHIPS

These awards provide advanced doctoral students with an
academic year of support to complete their dissertations.
These fellowships are supported by the generosity of Donald
and Barbara Smalley and Edward McBroom.

Katie VanDyne, Spanish & Portuguese

Nicholas Rudman, classics

Julien Berthelon, French & Italian

Ping-Lin Chuang, linguistics

Lucia Sanchez-Gilbert, Spanish & Portuguese
Zachary Hader, Germanic languages & literatures

Katie VanDyne has also won the Kibbee Award,
given to the dissertation project that is deemed to
show particular scholarly significance and promise.

FRANCES E. SMITH SCHEIDEL
SCHOLARSHIP

These awards are given to undergraduate students who have
overcome significant hurdles to achieve academic success.
This scholarship fund was established in 2007, thanks to the
generosity of Mrs. Frances Scheidel.

Julia Barrientos, teaching of Spanish major
Amaiya Johnson, Spanish major

Caitlin Niesman, Spanish and mathematics major with bilingual
and English as a second language (ESL) endorsements

“Yellow Peril Redux”
listed as Chancellor’s
Call to Action
research project

project focused on
anti-Asian rhetoric
known as “Yellow
Peril” won a grant
from the Chancellor’s Call
to Action to Address Racism
& Social Injustice Research
Program for 2022-23.

“Yellow Peril Redux: From
Coolies to Concentration
Camps, Trade Wars, and
Coronavirus” received
$75,000 in funding from the
Chancellor’s Office.

The project, which was
developed from a course in
the Department of East
Asian Languages &
Cultures, follows a
pandemic-inspired
resurgence of this rhetoric
and its consequences.

“The timeliness of the topic
has greatly increased in
recent years,” said project
lead Shao Dan, professor of
East Asian languages and
cultures. “The longstanding
bias, discrimination, and
violence perpetrated against
Asian Americans is more
apparent in our current
moment. We want to
increase mutual
understanding between not

only different ethnic
and racial groups
within the U.S. but also
different languages and
countries in this era of
cross-cultural and
transnational
interactions.”

With the support of this
grant, Dan’s team is
creating an array of
resources for the
public, educators,
researchers, and
students at local, state,
and national levels.
They also ran a speaker
series in the spring to
raise awareness and
stimulate discussion.

The ultimate goal is to
identify, understand,
and overcome the
wrongs of anti-Asian
racism.

“We hope to move
beyond just
documenting episodes
of violence or
misunderstanding and
move toward a process
of building tolerance,
understanding, and
common humanity,”
said Dan.



FLTE rated exemplary

by the Illinois State
Board of Education

A professor and a graduate teaching assistant
from SLCL are being honored for their
dedication to student learning.

Professor Valeria Sobol from the Department
of Slavic Languages & Literatures was selected
for the Campus Award for Excellence in
Undergraduate Teaching after receiving the
LAS Dean’s Award in the same category.

This award recognizes sustained excellence in
undergraduate teaching and contributions
beyond classroom instruction that have a
positive impact on student learning.

ACHIEVEMENTS IN SLCL

TOMM ILFIGER

The Foreign Language Teacher
Education program has been
rated exemplary by the Illinois
State Board of Education.

in ISBE'’s report card for teacher
education programs.

This is the highest rating offered

Each program is evaluated along
four metrics: candidate selection,
knowledge and skills for teaching,
performance as classroom
teachers, and contribution to state
needs. FLTE’s overall rating for its
French, Latin, and Spanish
programs was exemplary.

Professor and graduate teaching
assistant recognized for excellence
in undergraduate teaching

“This teaching award is one of the
most amazing things that has
happened to me professionally,”
said Sobol. “I'm very moved by the
support I received from my
colleagues and students during the
nomination process.”

Katie VanDyne, a graduate
teaching assistant in the
Department of Spanish &
Portuguese, was also selected for
the LAS Dean’s Award for
Excellence in Undergraduate
Teaching.

VanDyne has taught 11 different
courses in her six years with the

department, with a focus on
undergraduate Spanish language
and linguistics courses. While she
hopes to impart a solid
understanding of the content
taught in these courses, it’s not
her only goal when she steps into
the classroom.

“I hope my students connect with
the language on a new level,
ignited by their deeper knowledge
of the structure of the language,”
said VanDyne. “I want students to
feel more ownership and
confidence towards (sometimes
daunting!) topics like grammar.”
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; remain successful
at finding first destinations

found employment

An annual study of recent alumni reports that 94 percent of LAS alumni thgﬁn;émfgt?on
who graduated during the 2021-2022 period secured first destination

jobs, continuing education, or volunteer/service positions within six

months of commencement. 3,286 LAS alumni from the 2021-22

g pursued volunteer/
graduating class surveyed (roughly 53 percent of the total). service opportunities




